
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      May 26, 2019 
  
SIXTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 457 [I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 

 Gracious God, I live in a society which offers images of human 
life that have to do with strength, confidence and competence.  I 
have internalized these as the values I seek to manifest, and I am 
very conscious of needing to present as a person for whom these 
attributes are true.  What I have discovered is that my efforts to 
live this way put me at odds with my own internal life.  On those 
occasions when I am aware of what is true inwardly, I find none of 
these attributes, but rather their converse: weakness, uncertainty 
and inadequacy.  I have this idea that my life will come together 
as I am able to replace weakness, uncertainty and inadequacy 
with strength, confidence and competence.  I have labored at this 
and failed, and I am worn out by the effort.  I am beginning to 
understand that the opposite is true: my life will come together 
when I am willing to have the drive to be strong, confident and 
competent be counterbalanced with the reality that I am also 
feeling weak, uncertain and inadequate.  The integration of these 
two seemingly opposite realities in me is what you work to 
achieve.  The amalgamation you seek makes me anxious and is 
beyond my abilities.  I depend on you to persist, for my sake. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 5:1-9 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 313 [Come Down, O Love Divine] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for June 2, 2019 
Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97; Revelations 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21; 

John 17:20-26. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, May 27th, at Olwen 
Peterson’s home, at 1:30pm. The Lesson is #8. Pam Novelly is the 
leader. Mary Hanna is the hostess. 
 Our musician today is Erin Garcia-Norris. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter (John 5:1-9) 
The celebration of Easter has mostly been commandeered by our 

culture. It has become part of the “be all you can be” movement in our 
society, which translates into “have the life you want.” This makes it 
difficult to keep Easter in its religious context where it is part of the work 
God does to bring us the “fullness of the life that is ours,” where fullness 
means participating in the life we actually have by the slow assimilation of 
our shadow side and the continual integration of the elements of our life 
that have been moved out of consciousness and into our unconscious. 

One of the ways we know that Easter has been hijacked in this way is 
that we lose sight of the fact that what Easter celebrates is the 
resurrection of the elements of our life that are associated with wounds, 
with the physical, mental and emotional events in the past that continue 
to impact and usually impede our ability to live our life in the present. To 
celebrate Easter, we need to learn to perceive the work God does to bring 
us the fullness of our own life—in particular the way God discloses what 
lies in our shadow, bringing to our awareness the thoughts and feelings 
that make us aware of the wounds that shape us, teaching us to value 
them and inviting us to explore them. We celebrate when wounds 
resurrect because we have come to need them, and we desire the life they 
bring. 

The reading for today makes little sense apart from this context. The 
text advises us how to proceed when the awareness of being wounded 
pierces us. When the truth of being incapacitated registers with us, rather 
than seek to overcome it, we are advised to honor it by sympathetically 
exploring and understanding our being that way, taking our wounds into 
account when we make choices about how to live. We open to making our 
wounds part of our self-image and to being informed by our wounds as to 
how to live in the situations we are facing. We consider seriously that we 
may not be able to meet the ideals for our life which we brought with us 
out of childhood and take seriously that God is seeking to give us a more 
realistic and attainable image of the person we are. When we kill off the 
insights which seek to connect us to our wounds, we find that the insights 
resurrect and keep us connected to being wounded. When our self image 
dies because of this disclosing, we find that a different and more accurate 
self-image arises from that death. This is Easter—life coming from death, 
changing the notions we have as to the life that is ours. What follows is 
the task of assimilating this and putting it into practice, which is what we 
celebrate at Pentecost and during the Ordinary time following it. 

[Jim Robie, 5-23-19] 
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SIXTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER – John 5:1-9 
 We will begin by internalizing this text. As we have before, we 
will use Jerusalem as a symbol for the center of our life. Speaking 
poetically and metaphorically, there is a place in our center where 
the simple and ordinary aspects of our personality [sheep] come 
and go [Sheep Gate]. At this place there is a “pool” called “Beth-
zatha” [Greek: House of Kindness]. Using a body of water as a 
symbol for the unconscious, this pool is a “house of kindness” 
where the content of our unconscious is particularly available. At 
“certain seasons” [i.e., when the time is right] “angels” 
[messengers] “stir” [agitate] the surface of the unconscious making 
its content more available. That is, insights [messages] enter our 
awareness and agitate us, stirring up the familiar world in which we 
habitually and unconsciously live, making it possible for us to 
understand ourselves more adequately and have a more expanded 
life. 

There are aspects of our personality that are “invalids” [the 
Greek word is “feeble”]. Feeble is a strong indication of 
incapacitation: it suggests “pathetic or grievous physical or mental 
weakness or hopeless inadequacy.” To be feeble is to lack strength, 
vigor, force, or effectiveness; to be unable to be assertive on behalf 
of one’s own life. These enfeebled parts of us “lay” [Greek: wait] at 
this “house of kindness” where the content of our unconscious is 
particularly available. I suggest the hope we have is that if we can 
be immersed in what is stirred up from our unconscious the feeble 
aspects of us will be made “well” [healthy]. There are aspects of 
our life which have been “waiting” for this to occur for a long time, 
maybe most of our life. 

God asks the question: “Do you want to be made well?” The 
Greek is more elaborate and would sound like: “Is there a 
subjective impulse toward becoming healthy that could give us 
some direction and cause us to actively prefer being healthy?” The 
English translation of this makes it sound as though God is saying 
we can choose to be well, and then asks if we are willing to do so. 
The Greek is different—it suggests that there may or may not be 
something within us that would move us toward health, something 
called a “subjective impulse” [this idea comes from definitions in 

Strong’s Concordance]. I imagine this “subjective impulse” is 
something we would have inherited in the form of approval and 
encouragement which communicated to us that we are valuable 
and worthy of health. If this “subjective impulse” is within us, then 
it is something on which we can draw when engaging what is feeble 
in our life. If this “subjective impulse” is not within us, then there 
needs to be a different way of approaching what is feeble in our life. 
The question is asking whether or not this “subjective impulse” is 
present. 

The response given to the question reveals that this “subjective 
impulse” is not present. The response in essence is: there is no one 
to immerse me, and it expresses the passivity by which this aspect 
of our life is made feeble and remains so. With regard to some areas 
of our life we are not able to be immersed in any material that 
enters our awareness and could make us well/healthy.  There could 
be many reasons why we are unable to be immersed, the common 
ones being fear and pain, either of which would be sufficient to 
make us passive in an area of our life and unable to be assertive on 
our own behalf. In the text this passivity or inability to be assertive 
is expressed simply as: “there is no one to immerse me.” 

The response in the text is: “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 
The Greek has a different feel from the English in that the word 
translated as “stand up” is the verb “to waken, i.e. rouse from 
sleep,” and the word “take” is the word “lift up.” To expand what is 
said: “Wake up to the reality of what is happening in you. Lift up [in 
the sense of look at or pay attention to] the passivity upon which 
you wait/lay [the passivity would be our mat] and walk about in your 
life and look at this passivity from different perspectives.” Our 
culture assumes that we have the capacity to make the choice to be 
well, and that, if we are feeble, being feeble is the choice we made. 
Instead, God would be saying something like: “When the subjective 
impulse that we are valuable and worthy of health is missing, it is 
not possible to simply make a choice to be well; the foundation 
which would make that choice possible is missing, and it is that 
absence that needs to be taken seriously by being understood 
compassionately and sympathetically.” 



It may be true that the aspects of our life that are feeble would 
be less so as we are able to understand better whatever in our 
unconscious makes them feeble. Sometimes, looking for this 
information, we overlook what is also true, i.e., that we are not able 
to see what makes us feeble, and we do not have a choice about 
that. Our perceiving that “we cannot see and do not have a choice 
about that” is having an angel stir the surface of the water. That 
perception shifts our focus from trying to see something we cannot 
see, to looking at not being able to see and the reasons why. Rather 
than focusing on how to be assertive in some area of our life, the 
focus comes to be on the absence of value and worth that makes 
us passive in that area of life. This absence is something we can 
approach compassionately, and begin to feel sympathy for, and 
this we can do “directly” [which is the word in Greek that is 
translated as “at once”]. 

 [Jim Robie, 4-23-19, 6th of Easter, Cycle C, John 5:1-9] 


